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Retrans Roundup: More Warnings, More Squabbling

Another week, more retrans warnings for the satellite guys. Apollo Global Media-owned Cox Media Group started
running messages warning that DISH could lose its 13 stations at 7pm ET on Tuesday. “We are continuing to negotiate
with DISH, but DISH has refused to agree to reasonable terms for the valuable programming we provide,” said Cox Me-
dia Group. DISH said it’s still in negotiations and doesn't know why the broadcaster has involved customers at this time.
These are the former Cox Enterprises’ stations, which Apollo took majority ownership of last month. Cox Enterprises
maintains a minority stake in the new company. Cox Media’s WXPI, WFXT and WSYT were dark on Verizon Fios from
Jan 1 until a new deal was reached Jan 4. And Comcast dropped the broadcaster’s Pittsburgh Cable News Channel
on Jan 1. DISH was poised to enter its second NFL playoff weekend with a blackout, as Mission Broadcasting sta-
tions remained dark on its lineup Friday evening. The 18 stations were removed from DISH at 7pm on Jan 3. -- Mean-
while, AT&T continues to trade back and forth with the Deerfield 9 and Duane Lammers’ consultancy firm Max Re-
trans. On Thursday, AT&T filed its opposition to Max Retrans’ motion to dismiss its breach of contract suit in the East-
ern Missouri Circuit. AT&T has accused Max Retrans of conducting negotiations in a way that violates a nondisclosure
agreement prohibiting the unauthorized sharing of AT&T’s confidential information. Max Retrans has countered that
AT&T is trying to stop legal joint negotiations among broadcasters. In November, the FCC’s Media Bureau found that
nine independent broadcast groups represented by Max Retrans (Deerfield Media, Howard Stirk Holdings, Waitt
Broadcasting, GoCom Media, Mercury Broadcasting, MPS Media, Nashville License Holdings, Roberts Media,
Second Generation of lowa—aka the Deerfield 9) violated rules requiring good faith retrans negotiating. The broad-
casters have asked the FCC to reconsider that decision, saying that threatened forfeitures against them are “effectively
a death sentence for these small businesses.” AT&T eventually reached renewals with all nine broadcasters, some
even before the Media Bureau’s ruling. AT&T wants the Media Bureau’s decision to stand, saying it correctly found

that defendants failed to negotiate and respond to proposals. “Defendants assert here, as before the Bureau, that they
satisfied their individual obligations to negotiate because their common agent, Duane Lammers of Max Retrans, was

negotiating an agreement for a different station group,” AT&T told the FCC in a recent filing, adding that the Deerfield 9
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failed to identify a single pre-blackout offer that they or their agent made, only proposals for that station group Lammers
was representing. The name of that broadcaster has been redacted from public filings.

Black News Channel Delays Launch Again: Black News Channel has postponed its launch for a second time,
saying it needs more time to build out distribution platforms, apps and other infrastructure. The channel was supposed
to launch Monday, Jan 6, but on Dec 31 BNC announced it plans to roll out Feb 10. This is the second delay, with the
channel originally scheduled to launch Nov 15. BNC has distribution deals in place with Charter, Comcast and DISH.
“Black History Month is an appropriate time to launch the Black News Channel,” Bob Brillante, co-founder and CEO for
BNC, said in a statement. “We are committed to make sure that when our viewers tune in they are witness to a quality
viewing experience.” The Tallahassee-based network counts former congressman J.C. Watts as a cofounder.

CenturyLink Paying Up For Overcharging Minnesota Subs: Minnesota AG Keith Ellison and CenturyLink have
agreed to a settlement that requires the telecom company to pay $8.9min for overbilling Minnesota customers. The
deal puts an end to a consumer protection lawsuit the AG’s office filed in July 2017 that claimed CenturyLink had
defrauded over 12K customers in the state. As the case moved through the court, CenturyLink ultimately produced
information that showed it potentially overbilled more than 300K Minnesota customers. “There’s no amount of money
that can fully reimburse every Minnesotan that CenturyLink defrauded for all the money they were overcharged and
all the time they lost in trying to get CenturyLink to do the right think in the first place. Even so, this settlement will
put money back into the pockets of thousands of Minnesotans,” Ellison said in a statement. As part of the settlement,
CenturyLink must reform its billing practices by disclosing its true prices, honoring all prices and discounts promised
to consumers and banning certain internet fees. It will also submit audits to the AG’s office for the next three years to
prove it is complying with the settlement terms. Minnesota customers who believe they have been overcharged from
any point since 2011 have been encouraged to complete a contact form on the AG’s website.

Atlantic Broadband Buying Connecticut ISP: Atlantic Broadband is spreading its New England footprint
with the acquisition of Thames Valley Communications, a broadband services company serving southeast-
ern Connecticut. Atlantic will add 10K customers to its operations within the state. “Going forward, Atlantic
Broadband’s strong management and larger scale will provide our residential and business customers with ac-
cess to leading-edge, high quality technology and services,” Thames Valley Communications CEO Bill Pearson
said in a statement. The deal is expected to close within three months.
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