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Programming Diversity: NAB Accuses ACA of Promoting Channel Segregation
NAB is using ACA’s own words against it in arguing against the independent cable association’s push for an
examination of program bundling. In a letter Thurs, NAB suggested the group was encouraging MVPDs to
“segregate their programing lineups according to race and ethnicity.” The broadcast group was referring to

a recent ACA letter in the independent programming docket which questioned bundling a Spanish-language
channel for cable systems with few Spanish-speaking customers as well as the bundling of an urban-interest
channel in systems that are rural. “ACAs latest request is extremely disturbing and highlights how Commis-
sion interference in programming negotiations is almost certain to result in less diversity on pay TV systems,”
NAB wrote. ‘ACAs proposal appears to suggest, for example, that a Bounce TV multicast channel or a cable
network such as TV One would only be welcome on a system with a large number of African-American sub-
scribers. Or perhaps that Myx TV shouldn’t be seen outside areas with large Asian-American populations, or
that Spanish-language programmers should be stymied in their efforts to introduce new channels. Undoubt-
edly, these outcomes are not in the public interest.” ACA called NAB’s comments “unfortunate and highly
misleading.” “ACA made a simple point: Overall diversity increases when individual small cable operators
can choose the programming that best serves their particular local audiences (like independent Spanish-
language programming in Puerto Rico). And overall diversity decreases when big conglomerates can force
their national networks upon local audiences that may not want them (like the Esquire Network in some rural
areas),” ACA pres/CEO Matt Polka said in a statement Thurs. “Nothing about this position should surprise
broadcasters—who, after all, have a rule allowing them to reject unwanted network programming.” ACAs fil-
ing didn’t specifically call out any channels, other than 9 programmers it alleges engage in forced bundling.
The exact wording of the section NAB highlighted asked the FCC if it should consider restricting “bundling

of a particular channel with respect to MVPDs without subscribers likely to express interest in that channel
(such as the forced bundling of a Spanish-language channel for cable systems with very few Spanish speak-
ing customers; or the forced bundling of an urban-interest channel for rural cable systems).”

Cablefcxx TV Innovation Summit

Mark Greenberg
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We’ll sit down with EPIX CEO Mark Greenberg to discuss the
premium net’s unique multiscreen strategy from appointment
viewing to anytime/anywhere access.

It’s all about building buzz around the digital water cooler, and
we’ll drill down on winning strategies and tactics, including
scheduling, sampling, leveraging extended content for social

media platforms—and even how to exploit new technologies ‘ -
like Virtual Reality. Get ready to take notes on this one!
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Charter S&P Ready: Charter shares closed up 4.5% on the news it will join the S&P 500 after the close of
trading on Wed. Charter is replacing EMC Corp, which is being acquired by privately held Dell. The company’s
stock took a hit in May when it was not added to the index as some investors had expected. Instead, S&P had
Digital Realty take Time Warner Cable’s place in the S&P 500. “We believe shares should appreciate signifi-
cantly with the announced addition to the S&P500... We estimate 24 million shares to buy or ~17 days of vol-
ume,” a JP Morgan research note said Thurs morning. “We like the company for its potential growth and strong
free cash flow generation post the merger with Time Warner Cable and Bright House Networks. We believe
short-term disruption fears from the merger are overblown and we expect the company to keep its foot on the
pedal in terms of subscriber acquisition in the TWC and BHN territories regardless of the integration process.”

CFO Change-Ups: Verizon CFO Fran Shammo will retire at year-end after 27 years with the company. He’ll
step down as evp, CFO Nov 1, with Matt Ellis to succeed him. Ellis currently serves as svp, CFO for opera-
tional finance. He joined the company in 2013 from Tyson Foods, with CEO Lowell McAdam crediting him with
leading a team months after he joined that raised a record $49blin in 1 day to help finance Verizon’s acquisi-
tion of Vodafone’s interest in Verizon Wireless. -- Liberty Media tapped Mark Carleton as CFO, effective Oct
1. He was most recently chief development officer. Christopher Shean will no longer serve as CFO, a role he
has held since 2011. He’s been appointed sr adviser and will report to pres/CEQO Greg Maffei. The shuffle sees
Liberty’s chief tax officer, Albert Rosenthaler, move into the chief corporate development officer post.

On the Hill: The Senate Commerce continues its FCC oversight hearings this month with the latest to
delve into concerns about partisanship affecting the agency’s work. It’ll also touch on policy questions un-
der consideration this fall, such as the set-top proposal and consumer privacy. All 5 FCC commissioners are
expected to be at the Sept 15 hearing.

PC Mag Ratings: Comcast and Verizon are tied in PCMag’s annual speed index, a weighted ranking that
takes into account 80% of the download speed and 20% of the upload speed. How close are the top 2 finish-
ers? Comcast’s index is 49.6207 vs Verizon’s 49.6201. But the advantage may soon be Comcast. “Verizon FiOS
has been on a bit of a decline the last couple of years on this list and that is unlikely to end,” PCMag wrote,
citing how it stopped expanding service in 2010, and sold off FiOS operations in FL, TX and CA to Frontier.
“That said, Verizon FiOS does continue to improve speed, just not enough to keep up,” the pub said (plus, it’s
won the Reader’s Choice award for 10 straight years). The index showed an impressive gain by Suddenlink,
who jumped from 8th place (20.7 index) last year to 3rd place (47.8) this year. The mag’s “all ISP” list, which
includes more localized providers, has Google Fiber at the top (353.7), followed by EPB Fiber Optics (Chat-
tanooga’s fiber optic network), Grande and Midccontinent, which all place ahead of Comcast and Verizon.

Ratings: Even before Hermine was to make landfall, Weather Channel saw an uptick in viewership. Deliv-
ery was up 46% among 25-54s for the month of Aug in 6a-12pm. -- Hallmark Channel’s 6-week “Summer
Nights” programming event performed well with Sat’s original movie “Summer of Dreams” averaging a 2.3
HH rating and 2.5miIn total viewers. It was the #1 HH rated program and telecast of the day. The Summer
Nights promo delivered the #1 HH-rated movie of the week for all 6 weeks of the stunt, with the films averag-
ing a 1.9 HH rating and 2mIn viewers.

Programming: Discovery Channel purchased the global rights to the documentary “Sacred Cod,” which will
debut in 2017 as a Discovery Impact special. Making its premiere at the 2016 Camden International Film Festi-
val, Sacred Cod follows the cod fishery collapse in New England. -- CNN will air documentaries of presidential
nominees Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump on Sept 5 at 8pm and 10pm respectively. “Unfinished Business:
The Essential Hillary Clinton” and “All Business: The Essential Donald Trump” will provide an in-depth view of
the candidates’ lives. -- TLC ordered Tyler Perry’s “Too Close to Home” for a 2nd season to premiere in 2017.
The net’s 1st scripted series, which airs on Mondays at 9pm, reached 4.2min viewers in its premiere. -- AT&T
Audience Network will debut original doc series “Religion of Sports” on Nov 15 at 8pm. The 6 hour-long

eps, co-created by Tom Brady, Michael Strahan and filmmaker Gotham Chopra, explores sports’ cultural and
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Cablefax Industry Jobs

TIP 1 : Target Candidates! TIP 2 : Be Selective! TIP 3 : Stand Out! Lt

©
Post your openings on Cablefax’s Don’t waste time reading pointless Take advantage of upgrades to add Cablefax’s
job board to reach top talent and resumes. You can search Cablefax’s exposure by taking advantage of Job Board
filter applicants that lack industry resume database for free, while upgrades, including weekly job eletters do the work
experience. Ask about bundles to utilizing the demographic filters. sent to over 40k industry executives. for you

fit your needs and budget.

www.cablefax.com/jobs




Cablefax Daily.. Friday, September 2, 2016 ® Page 4
PROGRAMMER’S PAGE

A Family Affair Basic Cable Rankings

It's all in the family for actor Kofi Siriboe. The Siriboe siblings are all actors. His mom is (zf:/;ifliﬁg?
his publicist. His great-grandfather was a Ghanaian king of the Ashanti tribe in Jua-

1 FOXN 09 2142
ben. So it comes as no surprise that Siriboe’s latest work, OWN’s new series “Queen |2 HGTV 0.7 1685
Sugar” (premieres Sept 6 & 7 at 10pm), is about the challenges and triumphs of fam- |3 USA 0.6 1518
ily. Queen Sugar follows the estranged Bordelon siblings as they reunite in Louisiana |3~ TNT 06 1419
after the unexpected death of their father. The siblings must work together to restore g I"BSSTC 82 gﬂ
their father’s deteriorating sugarcane farm, as well as picking up the pieces in their 7 DSNY 05 1243
own lives. “It's about family, discovery and ownership of yourself” he told CFX. “It's a 7 MSNB 05 1200
show about everyday people with everyday struggles who need to take a new step 7 ESPN 05 1164
forward.” Siriboe plays Bordelon sibling Ralph Angel, a young, previously incarcerated ; I[?SE 82 ?g;‘
father seeking redemption. “I connect with Ralph Angel the most, despite the incarcer- |15  Fx 0:4 974
ation, that's something I'm familiar with, reinvention.” Siriboe believes that the process |12 ADSM 0.4 948
of making Queen Sugar is what makes the show so special. “The story was curated 12 CNN 04 922
around our truth” he said. “It was made with love for love” Directors Oprah Winfrey 12 FOOD 04 917
and Ava DuVernay incorporated the actors’ “own frequency;” as Siriboe puts it, into the 12 BIASIE:L 82 ggg
show’s characters. “The show was handmade to who we are.” In comparison to other |12  mTV 0.4 850
projects Siriboe has worked on, he said the set of Queen Sugar was different. “It's just |12 NAN 0.4 849
a very secure feeling, very family-oriented and feeling at home.” He hopes viewers will |20  LIFE 0.3 790
be able to see themselves in the characters. “It's very reflective and soothing because gg ﬁg("g gg ggg
you see that you're not the only one going through these problems. It will inspire 20 TVLD 03 682
people in their everyday lives to be more open to change and to how they operate.” 20 BRAV 0.3 664
Siriboe professes, “I hope it transcends entertainment.” — Sarah Plombon 20 SYFY 0.3 648

Reviews: “Ringside,” premiere, Sun, 7 & 9pm ET, TV One. It begins like a boxing gg 1C-)I\-I\?N gg ggg

story you've seen before: good guy (the college-educated challenger) vs. bad guy 20 NGC 0.3 600
(the thuggish champ), distractions from women, the media, family and other things. |20 SPK 0.3 595
There’s very little boxing but some excellent music and good acting, mostly from 20 VH1 03 573
Tyler Lepley as the articulate and (mostly) levelheaded challenger. The ending is gg ggjg gg ggg
abrupt and disappointing, but it's a decent outing from TV One’s fledgling originals |29  LMN 0.3 504
camp. -- “Startup,” Tues, Crackle. Many will come for Martin Freeman, and he’s 20 HMM 0.3 496
excellent as an awkward FBI agent with the ethics of a pickpocket. But they’ll stay 20 NFLN 0.3 416
for Otmara Marrero and Adam Brody as unconventional entrepreneurs who forge a 36 APL 0.2 572

o ) . . . . 36 FRFM 0.2 569
bond of necessity in this gritty, offoeat and ultimately unbelievable drama based in 36 WETV 02 492
Miami. There’s a lot to admire here, especially if you can accept the unusual story 36 GSN 0.2 463
that mixes finance and technology, and plotlines that incorporate various points of 36 TRAV 0.2 452
view. The preponderance of sex in ep 1 does little to help the story, though. -- “Better |36 CMDY 02 452

N . : ) 36 INSP 02 421
Things,” series premiere, Thurs, 10pm, FX. This drama from Louis C.K. and Pamela 36  TRU 0.2 418

Adlon is a realistic and clever look at the life of a not-so-indefatigable single mother, 135 EN 0.2 413
Sam, who's just trying to survive and raise 3 daughters. Plenty of moms and dads
W||| Identlfy _ Seth Arenstein *Nielsen data, supplied by ABC/Disney, is based

on coverage area of individual networks

OVERACHE\/FRS Who are cable’s rising stars?

UNDERgo PRESENTED BY It's your turn to decide—enter your favorite young cable
professionals for consideration in Cablefax’s second-annual
Cab'le'fax Overachievers Under 30 List. This program honors budding

young cable leaders from all walks of business.

Entry Deadline:September 16 | Final Deadline: September 23

ENTER TODAY Enter at www.cablefax.com/awards

Sponsorship Opportunities: Rich Hauptner at rhauptner@accessintel.com | Questions: Mary-Lou French at mfrench@accessintel.com
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