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Star Wars: Networks Use the Force to Make the Most of Movie’s Release

Conan O’Brien and his crew may have traveled to Cuba, but they’ve not been to another galaxy. That changes
on Thurs—the night before one of the most highly anticipated films of the decade opens—as TBS’ “Conan”
welcomes the entire main cast of Star Wars: The Force Awakens. The appearance of Harrison Ford, Carrie
Fisher, Daisy Ridley, along with director J.J. Abrams and other cast members, is just one of the many cable
tie-ins—and likely the splashiest—timed to coincide with the release of the blockbuster movie. Science Chan-
nel is devoting a whole night’s worth of programming Wed to “Star Wars,” kicking off with two hour-long docs on
George Lucas and his Industrial Light & Magic, followed by 2 hours of Force-related “MythBusters.” “We want to
show how Science caught up in some areas with the mind of the brilliant flmmaker George Lucas and his work
dating back to the 1970s, which has done more than just advance entertainment and film; it has created an
army of astrophysicists, archaeologists and engineers who were inspired by his work and moved ideas forward
in their areas of expertise,” said Marc Etkind, gm of Science Channel. Disney’s ESPN, which premiered the
first trailer for “The Force Awakens” during Monday Night Football in October, is getting in the game with a half-
hour special Tues, “Star Wars: Evolution of the Lightsaber Duel,” hosted by Mark Hamill. “We will take viewers
on a unique journey that examines the connection of these duels to sports and their evolution, from the origi-
nal trilogy through the prequels, and now to ‘Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” said ESPN vp Craig Lazarus in
making the announcement. “Viewers will see the transition from fencing and samurai swordplay in the original
films to an increased focus on martial arts and the sport of kendo.” Disney XD and Disney Channel have been
serving the Star Wars brand to their young audiences with rotating interstitials promoting the movie hosted by
popular characters Jake Short and Cameron Boyce. On Thurs, Disney XD will air a “Disney XD 365 interstitial
about the red carpet premiere of the movie. And young fans can always tune in to the animated series “Star
Wars Rebels,” which recently announced a Season 3 pickup, as well as “LEGO Star Wars.” Syfy, which de-
buted in 1992 by running Star Wars: A New Hope—when it was known as the Sci Fi Channel—is also likely to
capture some of the Star Wars fervor by debuting “The Expanse” on Mon. “From its first ever broadcast through
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the critically-acclaimed ‘Battlestar Galactica’ series and now ‘The Expanse, Syfy is committed to bringing fans
young and old alike, engaging, provocative and entertaining space-based science fiction,” said Bill McGoldrick,
Syfy’s evp, original programming. The enduring popularity of the “Star Wars” film franchise has not gone unno-
ticed by TCM host Ben Mankiewicz, who recently re-watched the first three. “They’re in the ether, these mov-
ies, they’ve gotten into our skin,” he said. “It is almost the most amazing phenomenon in history of American
entertainment, and selling it—and the products—to the world.” — Hillary Atkin

Crestview Takes WOW Stake: NY private equity firm Crestview will acquire a significant stake in WOW!, purchas-
ing units held by Avista Capital and other unitholders and investing $125min in the overbuilder. Crestview partner
Jeffrey Marcus will become WOW'’s board chmn on Jan 1, with Colleen Abdoulah retiring as chair but continuing

to serve on the board. Marcus is a familiar cable face, having founded Marcus Cable, which at the time of its 1998
sale was the largest privately held cable company in the US. WOW is Crestview’s 4th cable investment since it was
founded in 2004. Credit Suisse acted as financial advisor, and Kirkland & Ellis LLP acted as legal advisor to
WOW and Avista in connection with the transaction. Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP acted as legal
advisor to Crestview in connection with the deal.

DISH Musical Chairs: DISH’s Charlie Ergen is giving up the president role, but continuing as chmn/CEO. DISH

vet Erik Carlson was tapped as pres/COQO, where he'll supervise all DISH revenue-generating and administrative
units. Current DISH COO and evp Bernie Han was named evp of strategic planning and will continue reporting to
Ergen. Han will be “indispensable” as DISH works on a strategic transformation that includes entry into wireless,
Ergen said. As for Carlson, Ergen said he has a clear vision for delivering the best customer experience. Corporate
Development evp Tom Cullen, general counsel/evp Stanton Dodge and Sling TV CEO Roger Lynch will continue
to report to Ergen. John Swieringa was promoted and will assume Carlson’s role as evp, ops. Rob Dravenstott, who
most recently served as DISH vp of IT Application Development, has been promoted to SVP and CIO, and will re-
port to Swieringa. DISH also has appointed svp and corporate controller Paul Orban, who reports to Swain, to chief
accounting officer.

Muni Broadband Backlash: A group of 8 Republican senators wrote to the FCC chmn Thurs to complain about
the agency’s recent efforts to encourage deployment of muni broadband networks, irrespective of privately owned
broadband networks. In Feb, the FCC voted along party lines to pre-empt TN and NC state laws regulating govt
owned broadband networks. “We understand that, in the months following the FCC’s decision, agency officials have
begun engaging in outreach to persuade communities to deploy municipal broadband networks,” said the letter,
which included Sens Deb Fischer (R-NE), Marco Rubio (R-FL) and Ron Johnson (R-WI). The lawmakers believe
the FCC is promoting govt-owned networks at the possible expense of private sector broadband providers. They've
asked the Commission to respond to a series of questions on the subject by Jan 4. Among other things, they want
to know how much money the Commission has committed to muni broadband providers through the USF’s Rural
Broadband Experiments program.

Internet Tax Ban: The country took another step toward a permanent ban on Internet taxes from states and locali-
ties on ISP access. The House voted to make the ban permanent Fri. Prospects look good for a similar vote in the
Senate as members of a House-Senate conference committee approved the permanent extension of the Internet
Tax Freedom Act.

Ratings: Discovery’s premiere of “Racing Extinction” reached more than 11.5min total viewers for its US simulcast in L+3.
The simulcast averaged 2.55min viewers and 1.18min 25-54s, making it the most-watched cable doc film in more than

3 years. The film ranked as a top 3 non—sports program in Nielsen’s Social Guide for the night. 26.7 million impressions
were delivered on Facebook on Dec. 2, and a total of 300 million Facebook impressions across Discovery’s global cam-
paign which began in November.

People: Tiffany Moore was named vp, congressional affairs for the Consumer Technology Assn (formerly CEA).
She joins from TwinLogic Strategies, where she worked with corporate and trade association clients on a variety
of competitiveness, trade, tax and technology issues.
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Cablefax Week in Review
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Digital Executive of the Year

Cablefax’s Digital Awards is the industry’s top Digital Rookie of the Year

honor in the digital space, recognizing outstanding Social Media Marketer of the Year December 18
websites, digital initiatives, and people among Data Scientist/Researcher of the Year

programmers, operators, and industry professionals.
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