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Ziddio Video: Comcast Launches Beta User Video Website

Back in Aug, Cfax reported that Comcast was considering launching a video Website called Ziddio.com (Cfax, 8/28),
and this week the MSO filled in the blanks. On Mon, a beta version of Ziddio.com went live, with Comcast expected

to launch it for real by early Dec. While the user-generated video site is sure to draw Youtube comparisons with its
rankings and Webcam productions, it is a little different. For starters, it's ad-supported and was created in partnership
with interactive ad agency Genex. Ziddio also has a slicker feel and is much easier to navigate (not to mention that
copyrighted material is strictly forbidden). And instead of featuring Youtube’s hodge-podge of everything, users submit
videos for specific categories—comedy, games, music, action/drama, animation, movies, horror/sci-fi, reality. Comcast
is currently just posting content for its “Be a Jedi” and “The Messiest Home in America” sections, featuring contests
being conducted with HBO and Style—though with the site in beta mode, there’s little to watch. Ziddio carries the tag,
“Shoot, Share and Get on TV,” touting another aspect in which Comcast hopes to be novel: Some of the best Ziddio.
com content will be posted on Comcast VOD, which also will be ad-supported. Still, not everyone’s ready to pull out
their Webcams. “While companies continue to copy Youtube’s business model, there is clearly a ‘network effect’ that
is driving Youtube’s dominance,” Pali’s Rich Greenfield told Cfax. “We struggle with the notion that the core Youtube
audience will upload their content to Ziddio in hopes of being seen on cable channel 1000, and even whether the core
Youtube user even watches video on demand?” Comcast isn’t the only MSO playing the user-generated VOD game.
Take Time Warner SC, which is currently collecting funny and/or touching holiday videos for its Carolina On De-
mand channel. Like Comcast, it's also dangling prizes ($500 cash) to entice submissions.

Advertising: At last, an explanation as to why we haven’t seen any commercials during CBS’s free VOD offerings
on Comcast (Cfax, 9/27). GM has stepped up to sponsor the 6 shows through Dec 31. The shows will feature only
3 brief commercial messages, and GMC trucks will appear during some of the programs. -- As part of a deal with
WE, Match.com will receive product integration within the net’s original series “Cinematherapy.” The online dating
site will also receive a custom vignette and an online presence at wetv.com, including a hyperlink and a banner ad.

Competition: AT&T said it has inked a deal with Fox News for its “U-verse TV” channel lineup. -- Fitch upgraded

the Issuer Default Rating of Qwest and 4 of its subsidiaries to ‘BB’ from ‘B+,” and also upgraded the issue rat-

ings assigned to various debt to ‘BBB-’ from ‘BB+’. -- Cavalier announced that Richmond, VA, customers are now

receiving VOD content in MPEG-4 format. It plans to roll out the service, powered by ViewNow’s VOD aggregation
technology, by year’s end in Norfolk, VA, Baltimore, Philadelphia and DC.

Elections: The numbers are already in—the C-SPAN numbers, that is. The net originated more than 300 hours of

Taggable Financial Tips Designed for Your Bottom Line CCNW

When it comes to money and your business, there is no
such thing as too much information. Offer your advertisers
this financially rewarding opportunity and reap the benefits.

Sign up today on TurnerResources.com.

© and ® 2006 Cable News Network LP, LLLP. A Time Warner Company. All Rights Reserved.

Access © Copyrighted material! It is unlawful to photocopy/refax CableFAX Daily without written permission from Access Intelligence, LLC
|nte|||genceQUESTIONS ABOUT YOUR SUBSCRIPTION? CALL: 888/707-5810 OR E-MAIL: clientservices @accessintel.com
4 Choke Cherry Road, 2nd Floor, Rockville, MD 20850



CableFAXDaily.. Tuesday, November 7, 2006 ® Page 2

CABLEFAX DAILY (ISSN 1069-6644) is(;aublished daily by Access Intelligence, LLC e www.cablefax.com e fax:301/738-8453 e
Editor-in-Chief: Amyé Maclean, 301/354-1760, amaclean@accessintel.come Exec Editor, Michael Grebb,
301/354-1790, mgrebb@accessintel.com e Assoc Editor, Chad Heiges, 301/354-1828,cheiges @accessintel.com e
Asst VP, Ed Director,Seth Arenstein, 301/354-1782, sarenstein@accessintel.com ePublisher: Dave Deker, 301/354-1750,
ddeker@accessintel.com eMarketer: Doreen Price,301/354-1793,dprice@accessintel.com e
Marketing Director: Carol Brayéi 301/354-1763, cbray@accessintel.com e Prod: Joann Fato, cdaily@accessintel.com e
Scott Gentry/VP and Group Publisher @ Online Publisher, Alison Johns, 212/621.4642 ePaul Maxwell/Columnist.
Subs/Client Services: 301/354-2101, fax 301/309-3847 @ Group Subs : Angela Gardner, 757/531-1369, cfaxgroupsub @ accessintel.com

programming and aired 161 debates during the mid-term election cycle. Other stats: Sen Conrad Burns (R-MT) ha
6 debate appearances on C-SPAN, the most of any senator. Rep Chris Shays holds that distinction for the House,
with 3 appearances. The net featured 58 House debates, 55 Senate and 48 gubernatorial. -- With Tues’ elections
quite possibly putting John Dingell (D-MI) in the House Commerce chmn seat, the committee’s current chmn has
eyes on another leadership post. Joe Barton (R-TX) was quoted over the weekend as saying he’d pursue such a
Republican leadership post if one opens up. House Speaker Dennis Hastert is expected to step down from a lead-
ership role if Dems win the House as expected. Even if the Republicans manage to hang on to the House, Hastert’s
chances of keeping the job appear to be iffy.

In the States: Cox Business Services announced a 28% increase in 3Q commercial subs, due largely to greater avail-
ability of telephone service to business customers (Can you hear me now Verizon?). The MSO said 55% of new data
customers in its legacy voice markets also subscribe to its VolP service. -- 13 Comcast business units filed applications
Oct 30 with the state of IN for statewide video franchises, just beating the Nov 1 deadline. Also filing since Aug were 2
Time Warner Cable units, 2 Charter units, and a pair of telcos (AT&T and Daviess-Martin County Rural Telephone).

Technology: Garnering a lot of ink Mon was BroadLogic’s launch of “TeraPIX,” a video processor that promises to let
cable ops triple their digital spectrum. BroadLogic said it's capable of decoding dozens of digital streams and generating
a full analog and digital service tier, including an 80-plus analog lineup and up to 160 SD or 50 HD programs.

IPTV: MTVN, Scripps Nets, The Weather Channel and Fox News are among those who recently signed “IP-
Prime” transport agreements with SES Americom, upping the satellite comm provider’s IPTV lineup to 290 chan-
nels. -- TVN launched an end-to-end MPEG-4 VOD delivery platform for IPTV services.

Online: Beginning Mon, Foodnetwork.com users may choose what holiday dishes they want to watch chef and net
show host Tyler Florence prepare on the site’s broadband player. “Tyler's Ultimate Holiday Menu Planner” is an interac-
tive, customizable video menu planner that allows viewing at any time. -- Now available for viewing at adultswim.com is a
90-sec clip of “Aqua Teen Hunger Force,” a feature film based on the net’s series slated for theatrical release next year.

Ratings: Nielsen created the African American Advisory Council, consisting of 12 industry, community and busi-
ness leaders who will advise the ratings agency on sampling of African Americans. The Council’'s members include
NAACP, Hollywood Bureau exec dir Vic Bulluck and CAB vp, diversity marketing Cynthia Perkins Roberts.

Programming: Cartoon will debut Dec 8 (8pm) its 1st animated movie, “Re-Animated,” which chronicles a 12-
year-old boy’s life as it changes following an amusement park accident. -- Comcast/Charter Sports Southeast an-
nounced a partnership with Conference USA and CSTV for the broadcast of 14 men’s basketball games featuring
conference squads. The slate tips off Dec 9 with Ole Miss vs. Memphis. -- Jai Rodriguez of “Queer Eye” fame will
host and co-produce the 3rd season of Si TV’s “Styleyes.” Set in Miami, the show will bow in Mar.

People: Internet TV company Veoh Networks tapped former Fine Living gm John MacDonald as pres, content
and programming. Veoh’s investors include Michael Eisner and Time Warner. -- Quincy Smith was named pres of
CBS Interactive, a new position in which he will oversee CBS’ entire interactive strategy and help guide its imple-
mentation. -- ReelzChannel appointed Wayne Aaronson vp, West Coast ad sales. -- Former AOL exec Erik Flan-
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M.C. Antil’s CableFolks

Cedar Point’s Dzuban No

fisherman.

Garden Variety Geek

I've always been a little bit of a geek, albeit one
with no sense of engineering, design or how
things actually work. And | suppose that simple
fact has allowed me to hide my geek tenden-

But | am writing about him today, not for who
he is personally, but what he’s done profes-
sionally. A few years ago as head of the

’ Cedar Point advisory committee, Dzuban—
who at 21 years old developed concepts that

cies over the years. But it is also, perhaps, why
| get such a kick out of Cedar Point vice chair-
man Mark Dzuban, a true, card-carrying geek
and man who couldn’t be more proud of it.

For those of you who don’t know, Cedar Point is one

of the hottest vendors in the industry, designing and
manufacturing high-quality integrated media switches
that allow cable operators to provide voice and multime-
dia applications via a single system. And Dzuban is the
guy who helped transform Cedar Point from just another
hardware supplier whose name meant virtually noth-

ing to most people to a hardware supplier whose name
bolted to the top of everyone’s list of small but growing
companies prime for acquisition.

But back to Dzuban. Consider some of the noteworthy
items on his personal geek dossier:

o He and his father once built a rocket on the fam-
ily picnic table, and tested it by attaching it to the table
and watching it motor across the backyard.

o] He is an avid collector of centuries-old muni-
tions, with a particular soft spot for Revolutionary and
Civil War cannon balls.

o] He has recently begun collecting vintage air-
plane propellers, and in his office in Hatteras, NC, is a
100” prop from a World War | Sopwith Camel.

o] He is an avid ham radio operator (call K4MHZ),
a hobby he’s had since childhood when he made a
name for himself by attempting to improve reception by
stringing wire across a number of lots on his block.

o] He once studied law enforcement in his spare
time, is a passionate marine conservationist and a rabid
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would lay the foundation for cable telephony,
who helped roll out cable telephony in the UK,
and who helped design voice products and
services for both TCI’s Cross Country Cable and AT&T
Broadband—told the company’s leadership they needed
to start thinking less like a vendor and more like a cable
operator. He said the engineers needed to focus less
on what they had the ability to do and more on what the
marketplace wanted them to do.

It was classic top-down recalibration and forced Cedar
Point into true outside-in thinking. It also allowed them
to develop a line of products that turned Comcast and
Charter into customers, and helped complement their
international roster of clients with two US heavyweights.

Today, Dzuban, along with president and CEO Andy
Paff, have stopped thinking so much about being ac-
quired. Instead, if the word on the street is true, they
now seem more focused on an IPO as a means of gen-
erating cash. When | asked him about those rumors,
he said simply, “Let’s just say we’re focusing on valua-
tion right now, and beyond that | can’t comment.”

And just in case you were wondering, Dzuban isn’t

one of those nerds doomed to spending the rest of

his life alone with his peculiar hobbies. Twenty-seven
years ago he married and remains madly in love with
Shawn, a one-time Ivory Soap baby who later became
an actress and had a recurring role in the classic 1960s
series, “Naked City.”

“She may be my wife, but she’s still my girlfriend,” said
Dzuban. “She’s a sweetie and I'm a very lucky guy.”

M.C. Antil can be reached at m.c.antil@att.net.
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