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Done Deal: Wilmington Stations Report a Handful of Calls After DTV Switch

The digital switch was flipped in Wilmington, NC, Mon at noon. And so far, there is no word of an angry mob with non-
working TVs swarming and throwing analog sets out the windows. Five Wilmington broadcasters stopped telecasting in
analog at noon ET, opting to put up a slide on their analog feeds about the transition. FCC chmn Kevin Martin, Demo-
cratic FCC commissioner Michael Copps and other dignitaries were in Wilmington Mon for the pomp and circumstance
surrounding the switch, which came 5 months before the national transition. As the crowd counted down, Martin and
Wilmington Mayor Bill Saffo flipped a symbolic switch, shaped like a giant light switch, to mark the transition. “First in
flight, and now first in digital,” declared Saffo. The analog message directed people to the FCC'’s call center, but broad-
cast stations still received a few calls following the analog cutoff. CBS affil WILM had received 6 calls as of 4:30pm ET,
according to GM Connie Knox. Over at ABC affil WWAY, there had been “a few calls,” with most callers needing to scan
their channels or adjust antennas, said GM Andy Combs. A team of students from Elon University are actually in the
stations to help take troubleshooting calls. They are also surveying residents who call to complain, with their professor
planning to share the data before the upcoming national transition. Messages to the FCC about the volume of calls to
its hotline weren't returned by press time. Time Warner Cable, the dominant cable operator for the area, said it had
received no complaints as of Mon afternoon. “So far, so good,” said a spokeswoman. Some will argue that Wilmington—
the country’s DTV transition test market—is a different case than the rest of the country because of the amount of spe-
cial attention it has received. The FCC is trying to give some extra TLC to 80+ markets identified as high risk for the Feb
17 national DTV transition, but it won’t be as intense as the efforts in Wilmington, which included having FCC staffers on
the ground for 4 months. Speaking at Mon’s event, NAB chief David Rehr said the organization was conducting a poll on
transition day to help the nation better prepare. “While we wait for those results, there is one immediate lesson learned
from this experiment that we will carry through to next February. A revolutionary change such as this would not be pos-
sible without partnership and coordination,” he said. “Especially technical coordination among broadcasters and cable
and satellite systems.” C-SPAN 2 will air a broadcast of the news conference and official switch at 8pm ET, Mon (9/8).

Deals: Mediacom will buy back all of its Class A shares owned by an affiliate of Morris Comm. Shivers Investments
will exchange about 28.3min shares for 100% of the shares of stock in a new division of Mediacom and $110min in cash.
The deal, which involves a tax-free split off, lets MCCC repurchase 30% of outstanding shares at $6.50/share, a healthy
discount to Fri’s close. The transaction is expected to close in 4Q, at which time Morris’ William Morris and Craig Mitchell
will resign from the board. RBC Daniels served as financial adviser to Morris; Banc of America Securities acted as a
financial adviser to Mediacom. Mediacom’s stock jumped up more than 5% to $7.85.

At the Portals: Over the weekend, the FCC granted AT&T, Verizon, Qwest and other incumbent telcos conditional relief
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from some reporting requirements, including on service quality and infrastructure deployment. “Today, we take another
step to remove unnecessary regulatory burdens and ensure a regulatory level playing field,” said FCC chmn Kevin Martin.

Competition: AT&T has launched U-verse TV in Bakersfield, CA, and Lubbock, TX.

In the States: Cox has launched media storage and sharing apps from Casero for HSD subs in certain markets.
The MSQO’s Premium and Preferred data subs will receive enough storage space for approx 5K photos, 1K songs
or 6 full-length films. -- Backed by Cablevision’s Chuck Dolan and Computer Associates founder Charles Wang,
IPTV service KyLinTV has added a kids-focused channel and VOD content to its Chinese programming lineup. --
Midstate Comm is using RGB Networks tech to deploy more standard- and high-def programming in SD.

Retrans: Things were indeed looking up Fri (Cfax, 9/8) as DISH and Citadel reached a carriage agreement that
restored over the weekend 4 Midwest stations to the DBS op’s lineup and ended a month-long impasse. The sta-
tions: WOI, an ABC affil for Des Moines, IA; WHBF, a CBS affil in Davenport, IA; KCAU, an ABC affil in Sioux City,
IA; and KLKN, an ABC affil in Lincoln, NE.

Makeovers: ION TV launched Mon a “Positively Entertaining” rebranding campaign to augment its new fall lineup
and featuring a contemporized on-air look and revamped Website IONTelevision.com. New net advertisers include
Walgreen’s, Western Union and Hotels.com. -- GolTV kicked off last week on its English and Spanish-language
channels a new on-air look including the replacement of words with symbols and a correlation of colors with different
types of programming.

Online: Invision.TV launched Mon offering a Web-based IPG for online video, as did a related app on Facebook.
Founded by CEO Derrick Frost, formerly a Time Warner Cable broadband exec, the service locates, indexes and
organizes millions of videos from a variety of video sites [For more, go to www.cablefaxcontentbusiness.com]. --
CBS and iWidgets are partnering to allow viewing of the broadcaster’s programming directly within social networks,
and to socially engage the viewers with engaging such features as sharing, polls, ratings, and contests.

Advertising: NCC launched “eOrders,” a tool that streamlines the process of transmitting orders and revisions between
media and stewardship systems. It eliminates the manual input from NCC and the cable systems ensuring accuracy.

Mobile: Transpera began Mon delivering mobile video services for VH1, available at M.VH1.com. Included are targeted
mobile advertising and clips from shows such as “On This Day in Music” and “Best Night Ever” Discovery Comm will use
Transpera to deploy mobile video services for many of its nets and shows, including Discovery Channel’s “Dirty Jobs.

Research: North American cable ops’ capex totals will reach $14bin this year and $15bin in ’09 as the industry com-
petes with telcos and satellite, according to Heavy Reading. Industry shipments of digital set tops will nearly double
next year, and HD/DVR box shipments are expected to keep rising steadily.

Ratings: Nat Geo’s “Dogtown: Saving the Michael Vick Dogs” averaged a 1.05 HH rating. It's the highest-rated season 2
series premiere in net history and the top Fri night premiere ever. The show had 4.33min total viewers over 2 showings.

Programming: NBA TV is celebrating its 10th anniversary with 96 live games this season (starting Nov 1) and
a new interactive Fan Night, which will allow fans to vote for the games they want to see televised nationally on
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Going Green: How to Do It, Communicate It and Sell It

We'll emphasize how to green your company, your programming slate and your operations. We'll also tell you how to avoid
the pitfalls of greenwashing. If your company hasn't yet gone green, how can it start? If your company has been involved in some
green projects already, what more can it do to be eco friendly while contributing to the bottom line? A 90-minute Webinar from
(ableFAX will answer these questions and more.

Register at Cable360.net/cfax/webinars s




