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Jump Ball: NBA Telecast Rights Available in OK City

Cox benefited from the NBA franchise Hornets’ move from Charlotte to New Orleans in 02, and the same may hold true
as the Sonics relocate from Seattle to Oklahoma City in the coming months. The MSO will likely join FSN SW in bid-
ding for the telecast rights to OK City’s as-yet-unnamed team (the Sonics name stays in Seattle), which tips off play next
season. FSN SW, which owns approx 1min subs in OK and also penetrates portions of TX, NM, TN, LA and AR, will
definitely make a play. “We look forward to conversations with the Sonics now that they are free to discuss their future

in Oklahoma,” said the net, which anticipates competition from Cox. The MSO declined to discuss any future plans, but
its participation is expected for 2 reasons: it dominates the OK market and already operates The Cox Channel, a local
sports channel in the state that ironically was begat by the Hornets and currently features MLB games, high school
sports and overflow college sports. As the now New Orleans Hornets jump-started Cox Sports TV in LA nearly 6 years
ago—the net also holds content rights with the New Orleans Saints, LSU and Southern University—the team’s
temporary relocation to OK City during the ’06-'07 season due to Hurricane Katrina necessitated a local Cox toehold.
That market entry now has the net in front of approx 500K state subs. Also affected by the Sonics move is FSN NW, the
team’s former TV partner operated by Liberty Sports Group along with FSN Pittsburgh and FSN Rocky Mountain.
The net still has broadcast deals with MLB’s Seattle Mariners and other regional properties, but looming is a void in its
winter lineup. Liberty Sports head Mark Shuken was traveling and unavailable for comment. Fortunately, the vacancy
may be short-lived, as the NBA intends for Seattle to receive another team at some point, and a group including Micro-
soft CEO Steve Ballmer is prominently involved in the process. FSN NW declined last year to match Comcast Sports-
Net'’s rights offer for Portland Trail Blazers’ NBA games, which had aired prior on the net.

On the Hill: NebuAd, whose ad deal with Charter drew so much scrutiny that the MSO canceled the trial, is slated to
appear at Wed’s Sen Commerce hearing about online advertising and privacy implications. Charter had planned to pilot
selling some HSD subs’ online viewing data to the ad firm but nixed the test following concerns from customers and mem-
bers of Congress. NebuAd chmn/CEO Robert Dykes will join counsel from Microsoft and Google, as well as others.

Deals: The expected came true on Sun, when NBCU, Bain Capital and The Blackstone Group announced an
agreement to acquire The Weather Channel properties from Landmark. Financials weren’'t announced, but the
WSJ pegs the deal at nearly $3.5bin, making it one of the largest leveraged buyouts this year. Weather will remain in
the Atlanta suburbs. NBCU will manage the properties, which include Weather.com. The deal comes on the heels of
NBCU purchasing independent net Oxygen for $925min last year. -- MO-based Fidelity Comm acquired Lawton,
OK’s Lawton Cablevision, which has about 20K TV subs (53% penetration), 4K broadband customers and 500
phone subs. RBC Daniels represented Lawton in the transaction.
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Competition: MTVN is partnering with DISH and Cadbury for its 1st ad-supported interactive TV campaign, slated
during the Fri premiere of The N's new reality series “Queen Bees.” Presented by Cadbury’s Sour Patch Kids brand
for DISH subs, the campaign’s polling and voting will feature 3 different question sets and results presented before
and after commercials, respectively. -- AT&T has launched its U-verse service suite in Tulsa, OK.

In the States: -- Comcast eliminated one of its 5 operating divisions, resulting in Eastern div pres Michael Doyle
leaving the company, the Philadelphia Inquirer reported. Midwest div chief Bill Connors, whose division was elimi-
nated, will head up the Eastern div. Doyle founded Comcast’s local news channel, CN8, which was part of the
Eastern Div. The channel will now report to Jeff Shell, pres, Comcast’s programming group. -- Comcast signed a
purchase agreement with Thomson for its digital-to-analog adapters for moving to all-digital. -- Already underway
in Chicago, RCN’s ‘Analog Crush” initiative began late last week converting its Boston market to an all-digital lineup.
The migration will allow the overbuilder to increase its HD offering from 40 nets to approx 100.

Ratings: NBCU is going to extremes to measure the 3600 hours of programming that will air during the Beijing
Olympics (2200 of which will be live streaming broadband video). In addition to Nielsen ratings, NBCU will publicly
issue for the 1st time a Total Audience Measurement Index, designed to measure the full range of cross-platform
media consumption (network, cable, online, VOD and mobile) of the Olympics throughout the 17 days of coverage.
NBCU’s also conducting a series of research projects during the Games on how consumers are using multiple me-
dia platforms.

DTV Doings: 85% of African-American HHs surveyed in a NAB poll between Mar 29 and May 13 reported being
aware of the DTV transition. That’s up 12% from a Jan NAB-commissioned survey. Also on the rise is awareness
that the transition will take place in Feb, up to 32% vs 12% in Jan.

Programming: Showtime announced that James Brown, Phil Simms and Cris Collinsworth will host “Inside the
NFL’ when it debuts on its new home Sept 10, 9pm. The long-running sports program was removed from HBO’s
lineup in Feb. Showtime chmn/CEO Matt Blank pledged to keep the show’s same format but promised new ele-
ments as the net takes the show into “the next generation.” “Inside the NFL,” a joint effort between CBS Sports
and NFL Films, will run every Wed through Feb 11. -- Versus reporter Robbie Ventura will ride in the US team
Garmin-Chipotle’s car during the net’s Tues Tour de France coverage, marking the 1st time a US reporter has
ridden inside a team car. -- ION added '90s sitcom “Hangin’ with Mr. Cooper” to its lineup Mon. It will air weekdays
from 5-6 pm ET in back-to-back episodes as part of ION'’s “Laugh Attack” hour. -- WE launches reality bridal se-
ries “My Fair Wedding,” featuring celeb party planner David Tutera, Oct 26, 10pm, as part of its Sun bridal pro-
gramming block. -- Just in time for the upcoming Olympic Games, Mojo HD and USA Today Live have teamed
up to present 10-part series ‘A Shot at Glory,” which tells the stories of the lives of 10 US Olympic hopefuls. The
show will air every weekday night at 9 from July 28-Aug. 8. -- AmericanLife will highlight the original “Batman”
series, starring Adam West, as the new movie, “The Dark Knight,” hits theaters this month. The series will run
Fridays in July at 9 and 11pm ET.
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i proud to announce the

2008 Selections of Loy Operators

WOW! Independent Operator of the Year
In partnership with ACA and NCTC
&
Insight Communications as MSO of the Year

Honorees Celebrated in this Issue:
Independent System Exec of the Year: Amy Tykeson, BendBroadband
Independent Lifetime Achievement: Steve Weed, Wave Broadband
MSO Tech Innovation: Pragash Pillai, VP, Strategic Engineering, Bresnan Communications
MSO Lifetime Achievement: Ralph Roberts, Comcast

More category winners announced in the CableFAX: The Magazine Top Ops Issue
Publication Date: July 27
Distribution Bonus: Independent Show in Orlando, FL
Artwork Deadline: July 11

We invite you to celebrate your most important partners’ success and your
achievements with a congratulatory or brand ad, in the July Issue of the Magazine.

Call us for a full list of all the honorees, as there may be additional clients
that are important for you to consider in a congratulatory ad.

If you have any questions, please let us know. We look
forward to working with you.

Debbie Vodenos, Publisher
(301) 354-1695 or dvodenos@accessintel.com

Erica Gottlieb, Account Manager
(212) 621-4612 or egottlieb@accessintel.com




