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Playing Catch: Turner/Ops Partner On Braves Baseball

Several multichannel ops have struck inventive and atypical deals with Turner allowing them to simulcast certain
Atlanta Braves games within the team’s MLB territory, which covers portions of GA, AL, MS, TN, NC and SC. The
agreements include the 45 games to air exclusively this season on Turner's Peachtree TV, an OTA station serv-
ing the Atlanta DMA and the only local broadcaster we know of that owns telecast rights to MLB games. Typically,
cable RSNs have such rights locked up. Partnerships include Cox, Charter, Comcast, Time Warner Cable, Me-
diacom and DirecTV, and talks with DISH are ongoing, said Turner Net Sales vp Coleman Breland. The deals are
similar, sources say, in that the ops have the option to air the games through regional systems, but different with re-
spect to remuneration. None involve cash, but rather various mutually beneficial arrangements such as ad rev shar-
ing. In the Macon, GA, area Cox will insert the games on its local original channel, while Charter and Comcast will
use Comcast/Charter Sports SE. Placement of the games became an issue for Turner after TBS, which for years
had broadcast Braves games nationally, switched this season to airing 26 Sun afternoon MLB games instead. In
Oct WTBS, which had carried the Braves games in Atlanta via its TBS simulcast, was rechristened Peachtree TV,
and Turner decided to telecast 45 games on the network. Team broadcast partners FSN South (25 games) and
Sports South (81) remain, and Fox offered to simulcast Peachtree’s games in the nets’ respective 12min and 9min
regional homes. Turner declined, apparently intent on further developing Peachtree. The Braves represent “the
most important original local programming,” said Peachtree svp/gm Jonathan Katz. “It's a vital local connection to
the Atlanta audience.” The net also features nightly movies and sit-coms, but Katz said additional sports content is
“critical” for long-term success. Options to that end are currently being explored, he said. FSN South and/or Sports
South have the rights to Atlanta’s Thrashers (NHL) and Hawks (NBA) for years to come.

Sundance Fest: Cablevision is said to be in the lead to buy Sundance Channel, with the NY Post citing 2 sources
close to negotiations. CVC reportedly had the highest bid when offers were submitted 2 weeks ago. The paper said
a final decision is expected over the weekend, with an announcement as early as Monday. Cablevision and Sun-
dance had no comment Fri. Viacom and Time Warner are also thought to be in the running.

Competition: Starting Thurs, qualifying AT&T HSD and Wi-Fi customers will have complimentary Wi-Fi access at
more than 7K Starbucks nationwide. Deployment of the service has already started in San Antonio and will continue
throughout the year. -- A lawsuit filed 8 years ago by DISH Network retail distributors was certified as a class-action
case by an Arapahoe County (CO) District judge, the Denver Post reports. More than 20K direct and indirect retail-
ers claim they are owed years of past-due commissions and fees. -- AT&T has expanded U-verse TV availability

in WI to include 200K homes in the Milwaukee, Racine and Sheboygan areas. -- AT&T stockholders re-elected
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the company’s 14 current board members, including CEO Randall Stephenson, and defeated several stockholder
proposals, including one requiring additional reporting of political contributions made by the telco.

Diversity: Verizon topped Diversitylnc magazine’s ’08 list for “Top 50 Companies for Diversity,” with 39% of the
telco’s managers being black, Asian, Latino or Native American. Cox Comm, the lone MSO on the list, came in at
#6—a huge jump from last year’s #25 spot. New at Cox this year are local employee diversity and inclusion coun-
cils in each operating system. Also on the list: AT&T (22), Turner (23), Sprint (35) and Disney (36).

In the States: Cox has added The Pentagon Channel’s VOD offering in N VA.

CableCARDs 101: With switched digital and CableCARDs getting a lot of attention (not all of it accurate) in the
blogosphere recently, NCTA invited a few bloggers and reporters for an overview on the tech Fri. Neal Gold-
berg and Bill Check went through the history of CableCARDs, where tru2way is going and took questions in the
conference call, which lasted just over an hour. Read one blogger’s takeaways here: http://www.gizmolovers.
com/2008/04/25/ncta-conference-call-on-cablecard-and-tru2way

Ratings: TNT's NBA playoff coverage averaged a 2.1 US rating, a 16% increase over last year. Through 9 games, TNT
has also seen an 18% increase in HH (2.3min) as well as growth among 18-34s (26%), 18-49s (26%) and 25-54s (25%).

Research: Revenue from mobile media and ent services in the US will grow more than 110% by ’12, to $6.6bln, ac-
cording to Analysys Research. Mobile TV and VOD will lead the 5-yr charge, with overall video services expected
to account for 36% of mobile media rev by ’12. Growth factors: simplified pricing or content and apps; improve-
ments to service accessibility and use; and wider content availability.

Programming: Cybill Shepherd joins the cast of USA’s “Psych,” when Season 3 bows July 18. -- Food Net’s “Semi-
Homemade Cooking With Sandra Lee” will celebrate its 200th ep May 3. The daytime series premiered in 03. -- Ani-
mal Planet’s movie “Meerkat Manor: The Story Begins” (May 25) premieres on the net after a debut at this year's
Tribeca Film Festival. A look at the movie’s production follows its linear premiere, and the series returns in Jun.

Online: Pentagon Channel added an FTP site to Pentagonchannel.mil consisting of MPEG-2 audio files of pro-
grams for download. -- Retirement Living TV has launched FreedomYears.com to provide health information and
interactivity surrounding issues on aging. The portal is a vertical site for RL.TV. -- TVLand.com has added nearly
1K trailers from old movies such as “Chariots of Fire” and “Risky Business.”

People: AOL chief marketing officer John Burbank will join Nielsen in the same capacity May 9. -- Bravo tapped
Jerry Leo as svp, program strategy and acquisitions.

Business/Finance: DISH Network pres/CEO Charlie Ergen earned a base salary of $592K last year, with another
$1.4min in option awards and $554K in other compensation. -- Vonage secured $215min in private debt financing
from an undisclosed 3rd party. It intends to use the net proceeds, plus cash on hand, to repay, tender for or redeem
its existing convertible notes, which have a principal amount due of about $253min. -- DirecTV will become part of
the NASDAQ-100 Index and the NASDAQ-100 Equal Weighted Index prior to Wed’s market open. It replaces BEA
Systems.
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CableFAX Week in Review

Company Ticker 4/25 1-Week YTD Company Ticker 4/25 1-Week YTD
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WINNERS & LOSERS

THIS WEEK’S STOCK PRICE WINNERS
COMPANY CLOSE 1-WKCH
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Finger-Pointing...
I'll sue you.

You'll sue me.

| don't like your ad.

You don’t like my ad.

| don't like your petty interference
with my plant and
my customers.

You aren’t playing
fair!

Waste of money all
around.

Random
Notes:

* Home Run?
Forbes (05/05) has often been criti-
cal of cable companies... butin a
semi-surprisingly upbeat article on
Liberty Media’s Atlanta Braves, the
magazine lauds Dr. John Malone’s
hands-off ownership. None of that
should have been a surprise...
John’s “bureaucracy” isn’t like Time
Warner’s. Besides, he’s got the
well-seasoned, long-trusted Terry
McGuirk running the Braves.

¢ 4-Play Redux? Pivot punked... but
a study from Compete, Inc says 43%
of those surveyed would “be either
‘likely’ or ‘very likely’ to consider pur-
chasing cell phone service from their
telco provider.” Overall conclusion:
bundles will get bigger as “interest

in bundles increased 55% from July
2007 through March 2008.” Maybe

Paul S. Maxwell

Pivot launched too early? The key,
methinks, goes to true “bundling” with
“complete and seamless interoper-
ability.” Maybe via Wi-Max?

* No More Martin(et): I've been
calling the peculiar Chairman of the
Federal Confusion Commission Kevin
Martin(et) ever since he turned so
anti-cable. Well, | won't call him that
anymore and imply that someone

is pulling his strings. Won'’t do that
anymore. Was reading the Kable Kid
column in The Morning BRIDGE the
other day and the Kid has found a
better name for the Chairman: Kevin
Martian. His opinions do seem so
otherworldly, don’t they?

* Books Shipped: Four large boxes
of hard-bound, non-fiction political
and history books are on their way
to New Orleans and new shelves in
Katrina-ravaged high school library.
Don’t get blasé... go to http://2008.
thecableshow.com/CableCares/
Home.aspx right now! Hey! | need
some help carrying out the garbage
and the detritus as we re-make an
elementary school playground!

* Pioneers! Here and there... Colo-
rado Cable TV Pioneers will again
convene at the Cable Center on
Thursday, May 8th... and this time
watch a C-SPAN class. And don’t
forget the annual Pioneers’ Dinner at
the Cable Show in New Orleans Sun
evening, May 18.

* Blockbuster + Circuit City =
Starbucks? Retail keeps morphing
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almost as much as telecommunica-
tions and entertainment delivery
services. Down in Dallas, Block-
buster is trying out Wi-Fi, lattes and
more. Wonder when they’ll erect
mini-screening rooms?

* Apple: OK, 'm a Mac disciple. But, |
wonder just how many iPods can co-
exist? How many can they sell? And,
how many do you have?

* Bored by the Digital Transition
Hype? Don'’t be. Play a game with
your own television sets... You'll
have to waste a little time and a
couple of dollars. First get a new
digital box (you do still have an ana-
log TV in your house somewhere,
don’t you?). Don't, though, forget to
got to dtv2009.gov and get a cou-
pon. Head to your favorite Big Box
store, take the new box home and
hook it up. Then try to get a signal.
Should be interesting... nobody re-
ally, truly knows what the resulting
propagation characteristics will be
post-February 17, 2009. There are
some good guesses at antennaweb.
org. Really, this is worth your time...
gotta be ready for the big shift next
year and you need to know more
than your neighbor does.
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