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Waive On: FCC Gives Charter Integration Ban Waiver

Charter got its wish, with the FCC Media Bureau granting its request for a 2-year waiver of the set-top integration
ban. And the MSO sure seemed happy. “By granting the waiver, the FCC has helped expedite Charter’s ability to de-
liver a next-generation, all-digital network,” the company said. “The many consumer benefits of an all-digital network
include better video services and higher internet speeds. As we convert to an all-digital footprint, we have com-
mitted to offering 100Mbps service to an additional 200,000 homes and will continue to support legacy boxes with
separable security” The waiver, which overrides a ban on integrated security for set-tops that went into effect July 1,
’07, does come with conditions: the MSO must transition all of its cable systems to all-digital within 9 months of the
2-year waiver’s expiration and make broadband Internet access service of 100Mbps+ available to 200K additional
homes before full expiration. Charter also must adopt the same downloadable security system used by Cablevision
(which was previously granted an FCC waiver). The thought is that other operators considering downloadable secu-
rity will adopt the same established technology, thus increasing the likelihood that 3rd party manufacturers develop
retail devices, the Bureau said. Other conditions: Charter must attest that it's engaged in good faith negotiations
with a CE manufacturer that intends to develop a set-top sold at retail, and that can be used with Charter’s systems
and its downloadable security. Charter also must continue to support CableCARDs. Once a security-compatible 3rd
party device is available at retail, the MSO will no longer have to provide new CableCARDs to customers. Charter in
Nov requested the waiver, which both CEA and the AllVid Tech Company Alliance had opposed.

Abbas is Back: Former NCTC head Jeff Abbas was named pres of Toledo, OH-based Buckeye Cablevision,
effective May 13. Former Buckeye pres and gm Brad Mefferd will remain with the company as evp. “We are fortu-
nate to attract a man of Mr. Abbas’ training and experience to lead Buckeye in these challenging times, as the cable
industry faces pressure from unrelenting programming costs, rapidly changing technology, and increased competi-
tion from Web-based programming sources,” said Allan Block, chmn of Buckeye’s parent Block Comm. Abbas was
pres/CEQO of independent operator co-op NCTC from ’05 until his resignation in *11. Before joining NCTC in ’03, he
was vp, programming for Adelphia. “I'm eager to serve the Buckeye customers in providing them a robust suite of
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From the most outstanding cable programs to the best surprise ending, the
annual CableFAX Program Awards honor the best in cable programming,

content and people. This unique awards program from the industry’s most DEADLINE
trusted brand, CableFAX, raises the bar on what’s .
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Now’s your chance to win a CableFAX Program Award and get recognized for
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you have to enter to be considered, so don’t let your competitors steal the show.
We'll be honoring the winners and honorable mentions in September.
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A TECH AGENDA BUILT TO INSPIRE

The latest trends in cable technology play a starring role at The Cable Show 20]13.
Dive deep into subjects like big data, wireless broadband, cloud computing and

more through events and conferences including The Spring Technical Forum,
CIO.IT and Imagine Park.

And see the latest in apps, products, devices and systems on the industry’s
most comprehensive exhibit floor. If technology is part of your agenda,
make sure to make The Cable Show 2013 part of your world.

Register now! www.thecableshow.com/engage
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features and programming, and build on the excellent customer service that always has been a hallmark of the com-
pany,” Abbas said in a statement.

Sports Talk: Pac-12 Ent said pres Gary Stevenson is leaving his position. Lydia Murphy-Stephans, who has

been evp and gm of Pac-12 Networks since their Aug 12 inception, is being elevated to pres, Pac-12 Networks.
Stevenson said “a good time for me to move on to my next adventure” now that the Pac-12 nets have “success-
fully launched.” -- Suddenlink is trying to argue that Comcast’'s CSN Houston is not an RSN, but more of a local
network. Obviously such a distinction could work to the MSQO’s benefit when it comes to the cost of the network
that carries Astros and Rockets’ games. “The regional sports networks we offer on our expanded basic tier across a
multi-state geography, such as Fox Sports Southwest, have rights to the games of professional and college teams
from multiple cities within their distribution area,” Suddenlink chief programming officer Patty McCaskill wrote in a let-
ter to CSN’s gm. “CSN Houston does not; it focuses on professional teams from one city.” Suddenlink has offered to
carry CSN Houston on a sports package, but the net wants to be in expanded basic just like Fox Sports Southwest.
In a letter posted on IWantCSNHouston.com, network gm Matt Hutchings argued that CSN Houston and Sudden-
link effectively agree on the license fee. “However, we remain apart on one issue: carriage,” he wrote.

Boston: Like most people, we don’t know what to say. We were glued Fri to coverage from cable nets, broadcasters,
newspapers and social media as the manhunt continued for the bombing suspect. It took a while for the cable nets
to start live coverage from Watertown on the air in the overnight, but once they did, many reporters pulled marathon
sessions. CNN used feeds from broadcast affiliates around 1am ET Fri before Jake Tapper went on air. The NY
Times reported that Tapper, who was on air for about 7 hours, saw “a Twitter message about the pandemonium at
1:10 a.m. and e-mailed the channel HQ in Atlanta, volunteering to help.” Anderson Cooper left TX during the over-
night, where he was covering the fertilizer plant explosion. He was back in Boston by Fri afternoon. There will be
plenty of time to dissect who did what and what role (good and bad) social media played. For now, we just pray for
the safety of the Boston area and the brave men and women on the front line. -- MLB Net said it would televise the
Nats-Mets home games at 7pm ET due to the postponement of the Red Sox-Royals game at Fenway.

In the Courts: Viacom once again struck out in the courts, with a federal judge in Manhattan rejecting Viacom’s
damages claims over Google’s alleged unauthorized posting of clips from its programming uploaded by users on
YouTube. The judge said YouTube was protected by the “safe harbor” provisions in the Digital Millennium Copyright
Act. Viacom says it will appeal. “This ruling ignores the opinions of the higher courts and completely disregards the
rights of creative artists. We continue to believe that a jury should weigh the facts of this case and the overwhelming
evidence that YouTube willfully infringed on our rights, and we intend to appeal the decision,” the programmer said.

Programming: FX acquired George Lopez sitcom “Saint George,” closing a 10/90 deal with Lionsgate TV and Debmar-
Mercury. As is standard with the 10/90 model, the show starts with 10 eps and then gets an additional 90-ep order if it
meets set ratings thresholds. -- Showtime went to Facebook to make the official announcement of what’s long been
suspected: Season 8 will be the end of “Dexter” The final season debuts June 30 at 9pm. -- The newly minted National
Women'’s Soccer League and Fox Sports Media Group announced a 1-year deal to televise 9 games during the
league’s inaugural season. Fox Sports will 6 regular-season matches (beginning July 8) and all 3 playoff games. -- Dishey
Channel is refashioning game show “Win, Lose or Draw” with cutting edge tech and the interjection of physical challeng-
es. It will debut later this year with Justin Willman of “Cupcake Wars” set to host.

People: Weather Company has turned to Yahoo! for a CFO, hiring Peter Kuipers, vp, finance for the Americas.

Public Affairs: The Blanchette Rockefeller Neurosciences Institute’s Alzheimer Outreach and Registry Program
teamed with cable to give patients free notebooks to track important medical info. With the support of Suddenlink,
Comcast, Time Warner Cable and NCTA, the program released Connect to Care notebooks available to patients
through family physicians. The notebook supplies a list of helpful resources and several sections: Physician &
Pharmacy Information, Medical History, Medications & Supplement Lists, Appointments & Notes, Travel Records,
Billing & Insurance, Medical Test Results and Advanced Care Planning. -- The FCC has announced a Senior Digital
Literacy Day for next Wed that will focus on how broadband can benefit older Americans.
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