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FCC Shuffle: Genachowski Leaving, Now What?

Months of speculation finally ended with FCC chmn Julius Genachowski making his resignation official Fri. No official
departure date yet, with the chmn simply saying he'll step down “in coming weeks.” An FCC staffer confirmed that Gena-
chowski will keep his Apr 10 appearance at the NAB Show in Vegas. With Republican commish Robert McDowell pledg-
ing to leave in “a few weeks,” the agency could have a 2-1 Democratic majority for a period of time. FCC watchers have
long expected Mignon Clyburn, who would be the senior Democratic commish, to be named interim chair if Genachowski
departs before a new chair is named. And former NCTA and CTIA head Tom Wheeler continues to be seen as the prime
candidate for the job, although many are pushing for President Obama to name the first female FCC chair. On Fri, 26
prominent women who head special-interest groups (including Gloria Steinem, Jane Fonda and Geena Davis) called

on Obama to make a “truly historic appointment” and pick a woman. As for Wheeler, “We would think wireless and cable
companies would be comforted by his background, and we would think he would be sympathetic to many of their views,’
analysts at Stifel Nicolaus wrote Fri. “But we do believe that there would be associated sensitivities, and that he would
feel some pressure to demonstrate a certain independence from wireless and cable advocacy. The optics would not

be good if he is seen as consistently pursuing their agendas, particularly if at the expense of rivals (e.g., wireline telcos,
broadcasters) or broader public policy.” Whomever the nominees are, they will likely be paired with the Republican nomi-
nee to fill McDowell's seat. That could help move things through a little faster. For those unfamiliar with Wheeler, he was
president of NCTA from 79 to '84. After heading up several tech start-ups, he moved over wireless industry assoc CTIA
from ’92-'04. He then became a partner at Core Capital Partners, a venture fund that invests in a wide range of tech
companies. If you really want to get inside his mind, check out a copy of his book “Take Command: Leadership Lessons
of the Civil War” (Don't have time to read? Here’'s C-SPAN’s Brian Lamb interviewing him for “BookNotes” in ’99 http:/
www.c-spanvideo.org/program/153957-1) Back to Genachowski, his tenure, which started in 09, included the approval

of the Comcast-NBCU transaction, closing the so-called terrestrial loophole and a major push for broadband. Lots and
lots of broadband... “Over the past four years, we've focused the FCC on broadband, wired and wireless, working to drive
economic growth and improve the lives of all Americans,” Genachowski said in his remarks. ‘And thanks to you, the Com-
mission’s employees, we've taken big steps to build a future where broadband is ubiquitous and bandwidth is abundant,
where innovation and investment are flourishing.” Reactions on the chmn’s departure can be found at CableFAX.com.

Apps: Google launched a redesigned Google Fiber TV App on Google Play. It works on Android devices running at
least V 4.1, with an iOS app coming soon. Subs can browse shows and control their TVs. “Watchalong mode” puts
you on the fast track to becoming a movie trivia buff—or at least will help you remember what that actor/actress’
name is. -- Bright House upgraded its TV app with new interactive features and channels that can be accessed
across platforms. Along with a new program guide, subs can remotely schedule and manage their DVR recordings.
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Launch Pad: Cablevision added the Optimum Premiere South Asian package with 9 channels, including the newly add-
ed South Asian-language channels, Life OK, STAR India PLUS and STAR India GOLD. Starting at $39.95 per month to
residential subs with Optimum Economy and above, the package is also available to business subs with Broadcast Basic
and above for the same price. All channels can also be purchased on an a la carte basis for an additional $9.95 a month.

Press Clippings: AP reported that three 60-sec spots that MO-based manufacturer Antennas Direct sought to air
in the St. Louis market through Charter on ESPN, the History Channel and other cable nets were rejected by the
MSO. The article quoted a Charter spokeswoman who said the company decides on a case-by-case basis whether
to accept competitors’ ads.

Ratings: CBS Sports and Turner Sports’ 2nd round coverage of the 13 NCAA Division | Men’s Basketball Cham-
pionship across TBS, CBS, TNT and truTV on Thurs averaged a combined overnight HH rating of 5.8, the highest
for the 1st Thurs of the NCAA Tournament in 22 years. The rating is up 4% YOY.

Programming: BBC America is co-producing 90-min drama “Burton and Taylor.” -- ABC Family booked a 3rd season of
original comedy series “Baby Daddy.” -- Sundance Channel will make eps of drama “Rectify” available on VOD and TVE
1 week prior to the series’ Apr 22 linear launch. The first 3 eps will be available beginning Apr 15. -- Travel Channel is roll-
ing out “We Are Summer,” a multiplatform initiative that includes 3 new originals: “Rock My RV with Bret Michaels,” (May
26) “Bikinis & Boardwalks” (July 7) and “RIDE-iculous” (Aug 4). -- TV Land ordered a 5th season of “Hot in Cleveland.

Upfronts: GMC and ASPIiRE launched their Upfront Bus in NY this week. It will travel to 7 markets and make stops
including a trip to Yankee Stadium on opening day and to the Final Four in Atlanta. The bus lets execs host mobile upfront
presentations for GMC and ASPIRE, with executive seating for 27 and 5 HD monitors to showcase 2013-14 programming.

On the Circuit: FCC commish Jessica Rosenworcel and Ajit Pai will address the NAB show on April 9 in Las
Vegas. -- Steve Bornstein, pres/CEO of NFL Network and evp of media for the league, will be honored with the
Legacy Award at sister pub Cynopsis Sports’ Media Awards Breakfast on April 17 at the Yale Club in NYC.

Editor’s Note: You still have time to register for Tues Webinar on using Viggle, Vine and other social media apps to
leverage your brand. Speakers include Bravo and Style Media’s Michael Haggerty, DirecTV’s Jamie Dyckes and
GetGlue’s Kimber Myers. Visit CableFAX.com and click “Register Now” on the top left.

People: Ramu Potarazu, founder and CEO of Vubiquity (formerly Avail-TVN), will step down and transition to the
vice chmn role on the firm’s board. He will join investor Columbia Capital as a venture partner starting April 1. --
Disney Junior launched a new education division. It made educational researcher Vicki Ariyasu, a longtime consul-
tant to the net, the exec dir of the Disney Junior Educational Resource Group. She'll lead an in-house team respon-
sible for curriculum dev and focus group studies of Disney Junior content and brand extensions.

Business/Finance: According to a recent SEC filing, Charter COO John Bickham, who joined the company in April
’12, received a total of $19.8min in compensation last year, which includes an annual salary of more than $872K,
$17.5mIn in stock and option awards, and $1.3min from non-equity incentive plan. CEO Tom Rutledge received
$5.3min in total compensation last year.
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CableFAX Week in Review
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